
Scott County IRVM Plan 





Vision Statement: 
  
We are committed to preserving our rich ecological 
past. Striving to conserve our natural resources, 
restore ecosystem services and protect our 
environment. 
  
Mission Statement: 
  
The mission of the Scott County Integrated Roadside 
Vegetation Management Program is to create public 
awareness and provide safe, ecologically diverse, 
environmentally integrated and aesthetically pleasing 
roadsides. Per Iowa Code 314.22 



Iowa Code 
314.22 Integrated Roadside Vegetation 
Management 
1. Objectives. It is declared to be in the general 
public welfare of Iowa and a highway purpose 
for the vegetation of Iowa’s roadsides to be 
preserved, planted, and maintained to be safe, 
visually interesting, ecologically integrated, and 
useful for many purposes.  

 











 Take advantage of the Living Roadway Trust Fund 
 More organized and proactive roadside management 
 Vegetation tasks can be performed in house: 
 Seeding, conducting stormwater inspections  
 required under NPDES, wetland delineations, 
          erosion control, brush control, noxious weed  
          control, roadside management (burning/mowing) 
 Manage roadsides for multiple purposes 



Competition with weed species 

Source: Minnesota DOT and Minnesota DNR 1992 



Increased water infiltration and slower runoff 

Source: Minnesota DOT and Minnesota DNR 1992 



Increased water infiltration and slower runoff 

Source: Iowa State University 





Increased plant and animal diversity 

Source: Iowa DNR 

Source: Cory Engle, Hardin County IRVM 



Reduced snow glare, snow drifting 

Source: Hardin County 



Aesthetically pleasing 

Source: Dustin Ausdemore, Pottawattamie County IRVM 



 Statewide coordinator housed at Tallgrass Prairie 
Center 

 Small grants program through State DOT – Living 
Roadway Trust Fund 

 IRVM plan needed to apply for LRTF grants 
 



 Roadside management 
listserv 

 Winter meeting, fall 
annual roadside 
conference 

 How-to publications, 
networking 

 Policies and 
regulations affecting 
roadsides 

 Public outreach 



$300,000 federal seed grant for counties  
(Transportation Alternatives Program) 

Cleanout Mix  
    (2015: 8 grass and sedge species, 11 forb species) 
Diversity Mix  
    (2015: 11 grass and sedge species, 27 forb species) 
 
 







Benton County, 2014: $35,000-$40,000 
Fayette County, 2014: $40,000-$45,000 
Cerro Gordo County, 2014: $45,000-$47,000 
Dickinson County, 2015: $38,000-$42,000 
Bremer County, 2015: $37,000-$40,000 
 



http://www.tallgrassprairiecenter.org/irvm 
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